








Pre Reading Skills

• Building pre-reading skills helps your 
child develop the language, vocabulary, 
and thinking abilities they need to be a 
confident and successful learner. 

• Pre-reading skills include:
-print awareness (knowing how books work – front 
to back, left to right)
-phonological awareness – noticing sounds in 
words, like rhymes and syllables
-letter recognition – recognising letters and linking 
them with sounds
-vocabulary development – learning and 
understanding new words
-listening and comprehension – understanding 
stories and following instructions 
-narrative skills – retelling or describing events in 
order



Phonic Skills 
Sounds Write
Phonics is the way we teach children to read and write by connecting 
the sounds of spoken language with the letter symbols that represent 
those sounds. 

Decoding is the ability to look at written letter (symbol) or letter 
patterns and use knowledge of phonics to figure out the spoken word. 

Blending is a reading skill where children put individual sounds 
together to form a word.
It is an important step in phonics because it helps children move from 
sounding out letters separately to reading whole words smoothly. 

Common Exception Words are words which can not be decoded e.g. 
the, was, of. These words are taught by sight. 



Early Reading 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

Reception children will come home, when ready, with a Sounds Write phonic book. They will have read 
the book in school previously with a classroom adult so it is familiar to them. 

Year 1 children will bring home a Sounds Write book. This book will be 2 units behind where your child 
is confident. 

Year 2 children  will bring home a Sounds Write book until their phonics is secure and then bring home 
a coloured book band book. 

We will teach and practise your child’s phonics with them at school. 

The book your child brings home is for them to show off their fantastic reading! 
We want the experience of reading at home to be enjoyable and celebrated together whilst 
building confidence and fluency. 



KS2 Reading 
Reading during Key Stage 2 is one of the most important skills your child 
will develop.
• Reading underpins learning across every subject. 
• At this stage, children move from learning to read to reading to learn, 

which means strong reading habits help them build vocabulary, improve 
comprehension and develop critical thinking.

• Regular reading — both at school and at home — supports writing skills, 
boosts imagination and strengthens confidence when tackling new 
topics.

• Parents play a key role by encouraging daily reading, discussing stories 
together and showing enthusiasm for books. 

• By making reading a shared, enjoyable part of family life, you help your 
child build a lifelong love of learning and a solid foundation for future 
success.
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